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Dear Members,
Since the February issue of the Bulletin we have held three meetings of the
Public Affairs Reading Group (see pp 7-9), a Work-in-Progress meeting
at which Dr Patricia Holt spoke (see report pp 3-4), and an Open Forum
at which Professor Shirley Randell spoke (see report p.5). Also, the
Chapter has welcomed Karla Whitmore (Chatswood) as a new member.
The programme for second half of the year includes the Annual Seminar
held in conjunction with the State Library in July, a work-in-progress
meeting in August and an Open Forum in September.
If you have any contributions for the Bulletin, such as scholarly book notes,
notes on exhibitions, films or plays, please send them to me by 18 April
at cjennett@ozemail.com.au.
Best wishes,
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UPCOMING EVENTS
21 July: Annual Seminar: ‘In the Aftermath of the First

World War – Women’s Legal Status Act 1918’, Metcalfe
Auditorium, State Library of NSW Macquarie Street Sydney

7 August: Work-in-Progress: Speaker: Dr Susan Steggall, ‘A
Sculpture Trail with a difference’, 11 am, 7 Toxteth Rd,
Glebe
25 September: Open Forum: Speaker: Isabel Deeble,
‘Charles Dickens and his performed readings: a new art
form’, 2pm to 4pm, History House. Royal Australian
Historical Society, 133 Macquarie Street, Sydney

Marie Parmenter (Convenor
Talent Committee)

Shirley Randell
Rodney Nillsen
Grahame Budd
Library Liaison:
Gretchen Poiner
Regional
Representatives:
John Ramsland
Robin McLachlan

Dates for 2018 Diary
21 July: Annual Seminar
7 August: Work-in-Progress
25 September: Open Forum

UPCOMING EVENTS
Independent Scholars Association of Australia (NSW Chapter)
In collaboration with the State Library of NSW

Annual Seminar
In the Aftermath of the First World War – Women’s Legal Status Act 1918
Metcalfe Auditorium, State Library of NSW
Macquarie Street Sydney
21 July 2018 – 12.45-4.30pm
The aftermath of the First World War ushered in significant social changes for women. In November 1918, despite
some resistance from the ‘legislating brotherhood’, the NSW parliament passed the Women’s Legal Status Act, which
enabled women to practise as lawyers, become Justices of the Peace and stand for election to local government
and the Legislative Assembly. In this Seminar, prominent women in law, the legislature and local government will
explore the contributions women have made to the law profession, to politics and legislation and to local
government since the introduction of that Act.
Dr Anne Twomey, Professor of Constitutional Law and Director, Constitutional Reform Unit, University of
Sydney.
Jenny Aitchison MP, Member for Maitland, Acting Shadow Minister for Women.
Kate Eastman SC, Senior Fellow, Monash University, barrister New Chambers Sydney.
Carolyn Corrigan, Her Worship the Mayor of Mosman.
Jilly Gibson, Her Worship the Mayor of North Sydney.

ISAA Members & Friends of State Library $15 General Public $20
Bookings essential: isaansw@gmail.com
Pay on the day or by EFT
Commonwealth Bank: BSB 062 000 ACC # 1078 3156
No refunds after 18 July 2018
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WORK IN PROGRESS MEETING

Speaker: Dr Susan Steggall.

Date: Tuesday 7 August
Time: 11 am
Where: 7 Toxteth Rd, Glebe
BYO lunch. Donation $5
Title: A Sculpture Trail – with a difference

Abstract: When workshopping my article, ‘Spaces for public art: the Sydney Sculpture Walk’ (ISAA Review, Vol
16, No.1 2017), fellow members of the Northern Beaches Writers Group suggested I work towards a publication
of interesting (read ‘unconventional’) public art in the form of an art trail guide, suitable for a family outing.
Brochures and website exist for the 1991 initiative by which the Sydney City Council declared the City of Sydney
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an Open Museum with its collection of forty-eight (albeit traditional) outdoor monuments, memorials and
artworks. Walsh Bay and Olympic Park precincts each have their websites and brochures but there is nothing that
links Sydney’s contemporary sculptures in one publication in the way more conventional work has been
documented.
My aim is to tame this mass of material into a publication that neither dumbs down the concomitant art history
and theory nor uses technical jargon unsuitable for people meeting site specific and installation work for the first
time. I propose to look the theory underpinning site specific sculpture as well as issues surrounding the placement
of sculpture in public spaces before familiarising the audience with examples of site-specific and installation
sculpture, in both words and images. I would also like to discuss suitable ways of presenting the material – whether
in a hard-copy publication, an e-publication (which could involve a multi-media approach) or in an audio format.
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OPEN FORUM
Date: Tuesday September 25
Time: 2pm to 4pm
Where: History House. Royal Australian Historical Society
133 Macquarie Street
Sydney

Title: Charles Dickens and his performed readings: a new art form
In his third professional career after journalism and fiction, Dickens as a performing reader
brought his novels alive on the platform to enthralled crowds in over 400 public
presentations. He was unique among contemporary novelists in developing a career as a
reader of his own work, in terms of histrionic brilliance. This presentation will explore why
the readings were the great theatrical sensation of the day. With particular focus on A
Christmas Carol, we will look at how these highly dramatic readings were conducted, received,
staged and scripted in what Dickens called ‘this new expression of the meaning of my
books’. While they were enormously popular they may also have been the death of him, so
why did he choose to go on tour and why did he continue?
Isabel Deeble
Isabel Deeble is an ISAA member with a most interesting and diverse background.
She designs and delivers corporate learning and development in presentation skills, negotiation, influence,
behavioural styles, interpersonal communication and high-level workplace communication. She has conducted
programs in China, Singapore, Malaysia, New Zealand and throughout Australia. Away from clients, her interest
is in the physical and social environments of literary luminaries, the sense of place and time which influenced and
informed their writing. She has spent many days walking the literary trails of Charles Dickens and others in the
UK and on the east coast of the USA. Over the last twelve months she has visited more than twenty-five literary
museums.
Isabel’s background in the Performing Arts and in developing curriculum in Theatre and Drama for Queensland
Education, lies behind her focus on the public readings of Charles Dickens, and what was seen as the new
performance art form that he created in these readings. Dickens is arguably the first international celebrity,
attracting fame particularly though his reading tours in the later part of his life.
Tea and Coffee will be provided
Cost: $10 (to cover the cost of the room hire)
RSVP and for further Information please contact
Marie Parmenter ph: 02 97507083 0413296730
email: mparmenter44@gmail.com
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REPORTS FROM CHAPTER EVENTS
Work-in-Progress by Patricia Holt
2 March
The first ISAA WIP for 2018 was held on 2 March with 14 members and friends in attendance. Dr Patricia Holt
introduced some of her thoughts and ideas for her current project, a biography of Norman Lindsay (1879–1969).
Patricia is hoping to have her book published in time to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Norman Lindsay’s death
in 2019.
The question confronting Patricia is: how to write a biography of an Australian icon? Everyone thinks they know
something about Norman Lindsay, but do they know that he was a prolific novelist, as well as an artist? Exhibiting
many rare and out of print editions of Norman Lindsay’s work that most of us attending the WIP had never heard
of, she demonstrated her high regard for Norman Lindsay’s writing, especially his humour, and her desire that
these books might be republished in Australia.
Norman Lindsay’s novels were best sellers in both Britain and North America. Patricia posed the question: why
do Australians know him as an artist and not as a novelist? One reason she suggests is that critics thought ‘comedy’
was not a high art form and therefore did not treat his work seriously. Patricia considers ‘comedy’ is both a feature
and a delight in Lindsay’s writing and is keen to write about this aspect in her book.
A framework for her biography of Norman Lindsay revolves around the dichotomy between Lindsay’s public
image and his private life. Patricia discussed the many sources for these two concerns that have encouraged her
own writing. She considers that many critics have damaged Norman Lindsay’s reputation by moralising about his
work and by simply repeating opinions that have preceded them.
Patricia’s central reason for writing this biography is that she hopes to bring another long-neglected aspect of this
Australian writer, some would call genius, to public notice.
Lesley Potter
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Open Forum: Revolution Activism and Social Change in Rwanda
5 April 2018
At History House a group of sixteen scholars gathered for a presentation by fellow ISAA member Professor Shirley
Randell who sits on the National Council and is also a member off the NSW Chapter Committee. Her presentation
was based on a Commonwealth Secretariat Research project, which addressed the impact of women’s leadership
reforms from 1994 to 2014 through peace, reconciliation, poverty alleviation, social and economic recovery,
sustainable development and education for girls.
The genocide of the Tutsi in 1994 where approximately one million people, mainly men, were slaughtered and
more than 300,000 women raped over 100 days, has been a backdrop for recent political history. Many of the men
were killed, imprisoned or fled. This has led to a predominance of women and the situation where ordinary women
assumed leadership roles which remains the situation today. In fact, Rwanda is the only country in the world where
women are the majority in Parliament, 61.3% of Deputies are women, women hold significant roles - Chief Justice,
Ombudsman, Judiciary in the Supreme and Commercial courts. They are involved in grassroots movements in all
gender initiatives. President Paul Kagame supports the empowerment of women particularly to fight the cycle of
poverty. Men and women work together in inclusive governance. Where there is a female leader there must be a
male deputy and vice versa.
Some of the other important reforms include:
Education
•
•

By 2015 Rwanda has surpassed the target of cutting the illiteracy by 50%.
Among many of her overseeing roles, Shirley has been responsible for setting up the Centre for Gender,
Culture and Development (offering a Masters degree), as well as initiating the Rwanda Association of
University Women.
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Health
Life expectancy increased to 63 in 2015 and is predicted to be at 70 by 2025-2030. They are still fighting the leading
causes of death, including malaria tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS.
Infant mortality rate is being reduced and 90% of children under 1 have received basic vaccinations.
•
They are helping women understand menstrual hygiene.
•
Anti Corruption
In 2017 Rwanda was the least corrupt country in the East Africa Region.
•
In 2008, a law on Prevention and Punishment of Gender Based Violence was passed
•
The presentation prompted interesting discussion led by Dr Lesley Potter. There was mention of whether
President Paul Kagame can be seen as a dictator as he could well remain president until 2034. Although Professor
Randell did not elaborate on this, she did say there are always two sides to every story. Other scholars wanted more
information about the 1994 massacre which Professor Randell addressed. She also pointed out that she worked
intensively with the women of Rwanda and made very dear friends. She was approached to work in Rwanda
through her inclusion on an international list of people as Senior Gender Consultants. Her background in setting
up Education programs significantly helped the country move forward in gender equality issues. Her advice in
working in such countries, particularly in the university sector is to:
Surround yourself with good men and women
•
Give yourself passionately to what you do
•
Always provide a home for volunteers. Needless to say, she has acquired quite a network of volunteers over
•
the years.
Marie Parmenter

&&&

Address to ISAA AGM Thursday 17 May 2018

Process as Product: Using Social Media in Academic Research
Dr Margie Borschke
Dr Margie Borschke is a Senior Lecturer in Journalism and Media and Postgraduate Coursework, Director for the
Department of Media, Music. Communication and Cultural Studies at Macquarie University. Following are
highlights of her insightful address.
Her interest is in the aesthetics of circulation and distribution of information. It is important to use social media
efficiently so this does not become just another thing you need to do. Digital technologies are reliant on replication
They make a copy of information. Copy is the essential part of digital technology.
You can use Twitter to find things. Social media leaves a trail. It reveals something of the researcher’s process. It
tells you who they pay attention to and what they are reading. It lets people know what the researcher is researching
and who is following them.
Researchers are using Social Media in their research strategies and are actively seeking out colleagues in their field
worldwide. They start by listening and following organisations and journals. Social media can make information
exist in multiple places and platforms. Researchers want multiple copies of their information and want an audience
for their work and a connection with communities.
Social media helps gather people together to share information. It finds and expands your audience. People find
their style and how to make editorial decisions. Internet circulation for researchers extends the life of their work.
There are scholarly social media sites such as www.academia.edu. The growing areas of Facebook are around
groups. Scholars need to start listening to the expanding public or commercial space to consider whether to take
advantage of it or not. Always consider, that if you don’t want to be in a space don’t go to it. You must consider
how it fits within what you doing.
On a cautionary note, when creating a record on social media you have to be aware of the rules of the game.
Researchers have to work out ways to assess their sources. People are feeling less comfortable with Facebook at
the moment in light of recent data abuse. One must consider that digital processes can make perfect copies, but
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they can also distribute more lies and fake news. However, where it is possible to introduce error there is
technology to correct it. Digital networks show that the scale and speed of transmission is swift. People don’t care
though. There is confirmation bias. What is of concern is that digital networks can exaggerate the message through
their sheer scale. Does social media as a research process suggest perhaps we are being too optimistic about human
nature?
The issues raised by Dr Boerschke provided much for ISAA’s scholars to contemplate.
Marie Parmenter
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BOOK NOTES
Life 3.0
Being human in the age of Artificial Intelligence
Max Tegmark
Penguin Random House 2017
ISBN: 978-0-241-23719-9
I have a habit of opening a new book for the first time at a random page. I just find it interesting where it might
get me. In this case it was page 316 at the Epilogue which begins with a quote from Isaac Asimov:
The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers knowledge faster than society gathers wisdom.
The cover describes the situation succinctly: ‘We stand at the beginning of a new era. What was once science fiction
is fast becoming reality, as Artificial Intelligence transforms war, crime, justice, jobs and society – and, even, our
very sense of what it means to be human.’
Life 3.0 is not an easy book to read. It contains so many ideas per paragraph that you have to take time to stop
reading and just think. So I haven’t read the whole thing but am hoping to do so by the end of the year. Wish me
luck. But I have read enough to know that this is an extraordinary and important book and helps society perhaps
gather some wisdom about ideas that could create perilous possibilities in the future.
‘…the real risk with AGI (Artificial General Intelligence) isn’t malice but competence. A superintelligent AI will be
extremely good at accomplishing its goals, and if those goals aren’t aligned with ours, we’re in trouble. As I
mentioned in Chapter 1, people don’t think twice about flooding anthills to build hydroelectric dams, so let’s not
place humanity in the position of those ants. Most researchers therefore argue that if we ever end up creating
superintelligence, then we should make sure it’s what AI-safety pioneer Eliezer Yudkowsky has termed “friendly
AI”: AI whose goals are aligned with ours.
‘Figuring out how to align the goals of a superintelligent AI with our goals isn’t just important, but also hard. In
fact, it’s currently an unsolved problem. It splits into three tough subproblems, each of which is the subject of
active research by computer scientists and other thinkers:
1. Making AI learn our goals.
2. Making AI adopt our goals.
3. Making AI retain our goals.’
Of course, it would be a good idea for us to know what our goals are. Good luck with that.
Brian Nicholls
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12 Rules For Life. An Antidote to Chaos
Jordan B Peterson
Allen Lane

The title might suggest that this is a short-cut to happiness type book. It isn’t. It looks at attitudes, beliefs and
behaviour – on a personal, social, and political level – that require hard thinking
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It is difficult to extract summaries, but I’ll try a few.
•

Don’t chuck out traditions that have proven themselves valuable for countless years without good reason.

•

Don’t weaken people on the inside by overly protecting them on the outside (Don’t bother children when
they are skateboarding. Signalling.)

•

Understand human nature. (Don’t bring up boys as girls. Don’t encourage girls to be misandrists. Women
don’t like weak men.)

•

Don’t be afraid to offend others or being offended yourself. (Free speech is better that ‘forced-speech’.)

•

In some quarters it is chic to denigrate men. Dead old white men are scorned. But the fact is that many
of them have made the present more comfortable than the past. In 1847, James Young Simpson used
ether to help a woman who had a deformed pelvis give birth. Afterwards, he switched to the better
performing chloroform. The first baby delivered under its influence was named ‘Anaesthesia.’ The first
practical tampon, Tampax, didn’t arrive until the 1930s. It was invented by Dr. Earle Cleveland Haas.
Gregory Goodwin Pincus invented the birth control pill. Peterson asks ‘In what manner were these
practical, enlightened, persistent men part of a constricting patriarchy? Why do we teach our young people
that our incredible culture is the result of male oppression?’
To those who feel cheated that the world has failed to deliver all the goodies they believe are a birthright, there
may be some consolation to consider:
‘To act to justify the suffering of your parents is to remember all the sacrifices that all the others who have lived before
you (not least your parents) have made for you in all the course of the terrible past, to be grateful for all the progress
that has thereby been made, and then to act in accordance with that remembrance and gratitude. People sacrificed
immensely to bring about what we have now. In many cases they literally died for it – and we should act with some
respect for that fact.’
Jordan Peterson is a professor of psychology at the University of Toronto. In order to express his views and
explain his conclusions in 12 Rules for Life he ranges far and wide: history, religion, philosophy, literature,
psychology, physiology and politics.
Yeah. Some hard thinking. Brian Nicholls
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LECTURE NOTES
Australian Human Rights Commission
An Evening with Ken Roth
Ken Roth is the Executive Director of Human Rights Watch and in April he visited Australia. I heard him speak
at Sydney University. Much of his talk was about technical challenges to human rights, such as the positives and
negatives of social media which allows for global conversations but also got Donald Trump elected by being used
to spread false (negative) information about Hillary Clinton and other false news that favoured Trump. He argued
that what is needed are clear standards, complaint mechanisms so that inappropriate material is removed from the
web. Roth also spent time talking about social media’s potential to be used for surveillance of users, privacy issues
and The Five Eyes Alliance among Anglophone countries.
The audience was particularly interested in his views of Australia’s human rights record in relation to its policy of
off-shore detention. He argued that terrorism has made us fearful and vulnerable to anti-immigration rhetoric such
as that used by President Trump. In response to a question about what can Australian human rights advocates do
on this issue he said ‘You have to get children out of NARU and men out of Manus. Human Rights’ basic principle
is that you treat people as individuals not as pawns. Either let them in or let them go to a decent country’. He
found the situation in Australia ‘sad’. He said “I love Canada’s refugee policy. Canada treats refugee placement as
something ordinary citizens can join in by sponsoring a refugee. Canada received 25,000 refugees in three months
and ran out of refugees for the 40,000 potential sponsors. People were asking “where is my refugee?” This sort of
7

policy completely changes the conversation’. Australia could certainly do with a change in its conversation about
refugees! Christine Jennett
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TEXTS READ FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS READING GROUP DISCUSSION
Red Notice by Bill Browder
Written in the first person and in the style of a novel, Red Notice is part financial caper, part crime thriller and part
human rights crusade.
Born in Chicago in 1964 into what he describes as ‘a strange, left-wing family’, with an infamous American
communist grandfather and highly academic, anti-business parents, Browder rebelled by setting out to become a
capitalist. In the early 1990s, he worked for the Boston Consulting Group based in London, becoming an expert
hedge-fund investor in Eastern Europe. He also became a British citizen.
When Browder discovered that corrupt Russian oligarchs were trying to steal from the companies in which he was
investing, he set out to expose their illegal practices, thinking that this exposure was appreciated by Putin and his
administration. However, he found that this was not the case when he was expelled from Russia in 2005.
Following Browder’s expulsion, corrupt Russian officials raided his Moscow office and stole the deeds to his two
remaining companies. This was the start of a $US230 million Russian tax scam, with Browder being set up to take
the blame. Browder’s young Russian lawyer, Sergei Magnitsky, uncovered the sprawling criminal enterprise behind
this scam and reported it to the authorities. The same corrupt officials threw Magnitsky into detention for almost
a year, where he was tortured and finally beaten to death.
This spurred Browder to set out on an unrelenting crusade for justice in Sergei Magnitsky’s name. In 2012, the US
government passed the Magnitsky Act, which prevented identified corrupt Russian officials and oligarchs from
obtaining visas to America, while also seizing their American assets. In retaliation, Russia banned adoptions of
Russian orphans by Americans.
Meanwhile the Russian authorities conducted a ‘show’ trial and, in absentia, convicted both Browder and the
deceased Magnitsky of tax fraud. They then had Interpol issue a ‘Red Notice’ (hence the name of the book) for
Browder’s extradition to Russia but this was eventually recalled by Interpol.
Browder presents his story in a gripping manner; writing it may well be his way of trying to stay alive. Recent
events in London underscore his understandable anxiety about being in reach of Putin and his men.
Susan Flaxman
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Silent Invasion; China’s Influence in Australia
Clive Hamilton, 2018, ISBN 9781743794807
The book opens with Clive Hamilton’s description of what he witnessed in 2008 at Parliament House Canberra
when the Beijing Olympic torch relay passed through. He recounts how he watched in “bewilderment as a small
pro-Tibet protest was overrun by thousands of angry Chinese students”. He asked himself “where did they come
from? Why were they so aggressive? And what gave them the right to shut down others exercising their democratic
right to protest?” In the wake of the Dastyari affair revelations that a handful of Chinese and Chinese Australian
businessmen were the largest donors to both political parties came to light. As Hamilton notes, with such donations
comes influence. As he puts it “China and Australian democracy have collided” and this prompted him to write
his book. Hamilton focuses on the influence that the Communist Party of China is exerting within Australia. He
argues that this influence extends from culture, real estate, agriculture, universities, unions and even to primary
schools.
Never once resiling from his position that China is our enemy, he names names and does not hold back in his
criticism of what has happened to Australia in the past 20 years. Bob Carr and the Australia-China Relations
Institute are particular targets:
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“Let’s call the Australia-China Relations Institute for what it is: a Beijing backed outfit disguised as a
legitimate research institute, whose ultimately objective is to advance the CCP’s influence in Australian
policy and political circles.” (p.109)
The chapter on Engineering Souls at Australia’s Universities provides concrete examples of the negative influence that
China is having on the university sector. Universities hungry for funding are now reliant on the fees from overseas
(Chinese students) and donations from big business and of course those Confucius institutes.
Human rights is the elephant in the room when it comes to considering China today and indeed what kind of
Australia we would live in if China were allowed to dominate our country. Hamilton is right in his condemnation
of China in this regard. Overall his book is a valuable wake up call for Australia.
Christine Yeats
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‘Westward ho -The China dream and ‘one belt, one road’: Chinese foreign policy under Xi
Jinping’
Peter Ferdinand, International Affairs, 92(4) 2016, pp. 941-957
In the years after joining the World Trade Organization in 2001, China saw its domestic growth exceed all
expectations. But with hundreds of millions of Chinese still living in poverty. CCP leader Hu Jintao established an
ideological campaign to create a ‘harmonious society’, which then gave rise to the idea of the ‘China dream’.
Under the leadership of Xi Jinping, this idea was expanded to appeal not only to people’s material expectations,
but also to their ideals, aspirations and hopes. In Xi Jinping’s words its essence is ‘a rich and powerful country,
revitalizing the nation and enhancing the well-being of the people … linking the country, the nation and the people
into an entity with a common fate’.
One of Xi Jinping’s most significant foreign policy ‘concepts’ has been the ‘one belt, one road’ initiative (OBOR).
Referencing the historical ‘Silk Road’, this involves primarily transport projects that will create an ‘economic belt’
or corridor linking China with countries across the Asian/European continent, ending up in Germany. There are
also plans for a ‘Maritime Silk Road’ linking with south-east Asia, through the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean,
ultimately also ending up in Germany. The two projects together comprise a series of overlapping elements,
including upgraded and developed transcontinental railway routes, highways, port facilities and energy pipelines.
OBOR potentially involves over 60 countries with a combined population of over 4 billion people, whose markets
currently account for about one-third of global GDP.
Ferdinand writes that the OBOR initiative is strategically important for two reasons. First, it demonstrates a
Chinese concern to compete with the United States at least as much, if not more, through economic policies as
through military ones. Second, it diverts some Chinese attention away from the Pacific and towards the west. All
of the intended transport links are ultimately aimed at improving trade with Europe, as well as with countries along
the Belt and the Road.
Susan Flaxman
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OPERA NOTE
Carmen in the era of #METOO
George Bizet’s opera, Carmen, based on the novella by Prosper Mérimée scandalised its first audience at the Paris
Opéra Comique in March 1875. The story of the naïve soldier, Don José seduced by the gypsy girl, Carmen, who
abandons his childhood sweetheart, Micaëla, ignores the pleas of his dying mother, deserts his regiment, joins the
smugglers, is rejected for the toreador Escamillo, and finally kills her, shocked audiences with its vulgar displays
of low life. Reviews declared Carmen to be nothing more than an amoral seductress, a femme fatale, the incarnation
9

of vice. Bizet died on the night of the opera’s 31st performance unaware that his work would soon become one of
the centrepieces of opera company repertoires throughout the world.
So how does Carmen stack up in the era of #METOO? According to Michael Bailey’s review, Opera Australia’s
2018 revival production of Carmen, directed by John Bell, provides ‘a rebuff to those who would say the #MeToo
movement has taken all the fun out of everything’. Bailey’s reference to the #METOO movement is, to say the
least, derisive of the abuse women in that movement have suffered and survived. More significantly, it suggests a
superficial reading of the current production and its resonances with gendered abuse issues.
From the opening scene, we are presented with men who are watching and waiting for the opportunity to pounce
on women. Sadly also, we see how boys are taught to become such men; the all-male chorus of young boys apes
the men’s masculine behaviours. Although she judiciously extricates herself from the soldiers’ grasp, Micaӫla’s first
scene highlights this dominant male attitude that women are mere playthings for men. Carmen makes clear in her
opening aria, L'amour est un oiseau rebelle’ that she will not be used and abused by men. However, despite her
determination to remain as free as a bird she is brought down by a man who does not understand that NO means
NO! Don José thinks he has a right to Carmen, he owns her and can do as he likes with her – even kill her.
This production is no rebuff to the #METOO movement! On the contrary, Carmen highlights the destructive
effects of male privilege and power that gave rise to #METOO and Times Up. Wendy Michaels
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BOOKS THAT SHAPED ME
Books That Have Shaped My Intellectual Development
Over a lifetime I’ve read thousands of books – first Australian, then from all parts of Europe and former colonial
areas, comprising fiction, history, poetry, books for children, young adults and adults. The problem is that each, in
some small or large way, has influenced who I am and the ideas I hold in my interdisciplinary field. With an
academic background in pharmacy, sociology, history and social policy, my main research and teaching interests
have been in the sociology of health and illness, comparative social policy, and, in collaboration with a social work
colleague, ageing and loss and grief. So how have books influenced this meandering developmental pathway?
I attribute my interests in the health professions and in different places and cultures partly to a children’s book
published during WWII, a present from my GP uncle. It was about two little koala bears, a doctor and nurse,
dressed accordingly, who travelled around Australia to all the main cities, adventures in each. With its drawings
and maps it fired my imagination, more than any other children’s books I absorbed in those years. Oh, for its title
and access to a copy!
Then, at university studying botany and pharmacognosy, a neighbour, a professor of plant pathology, lent me his
old copy of Darwin’s The Origin of the Species, which opened an unexplored historical world of science. In recent
years, with botany a continuing interest, Andrea Wulf’s The Invention of Nature, and Edward Duyker’s Nature’s
Argonaut and Citizen Labillardière, have deepened my understanding of late 18th century botanical exploration in
South America, Europe and Australia’s east coast.
Given the interdisciplinary nature of social policy, virtually everything I’ve read is relevant. So to select just a few:
Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own raised issues of gender inequality. This was pertinent to the experiences of
early women doctors who were of interest in my doctoral research. Then, George Orwell’s The Road to Wigan Pier,
Alex Munthe’s The Story of San Michele and Ruth Park’s Harp in the South brought home the reality of inequality,
poverty and the intersection with health and illness. They underscored the need for altruism as argued by Richard
Titmuss in Caring for Strangers. From the wealth of literature that touches on ageing, loss and grief, three stand out.
First, the harrowing King Lear. But there are two other books I return to for sheer pleasure and wonderment at
such insights: David Malouf’s Ransom, based on the Iliad and Priam’s plea to Achilles for the return of his son
Hector’s body for proper burial; and Robert Dessaix’s Twilight of Love, retracing the seemingly unrequited love of
Turgenev for an Italian opera singer. It ends with an observation on the importance of love: ʽIf love … slips from
your grasp … you must reconcile yourself to loving what you find. Love is never enough. It must always be enough. There’s nothing
else’. That seems an observation as relevant for social policies as for individuals.
And maybe that’s a good place to move further along my reading pathway. Who knows what I’ll discover next!

Janet George
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REPORT OF MITCHELL CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING
26 March 2018
MINUTES:
Minutes were not recorded for the previous meeting which took the form of a general discussion.
PRESENTATION
Euwe Ermita reported on research undertaken to investigate how users experience the catalogue.
The new catalogue went live in 2016/7 with significant content addition.
The aim of the investigation has two phases: a. how to develop the catalogue and b. how to use it.
Phase I was accomplished in February this year. Research involved members of the Consultative Group and staff
who engaged with 20 readers drawn from across New South Wales in identifying
problems.
There were four stages in the research pathway: motivation…search…explore…apply.
Readers’ insights emphasised the importance of clarity in the catalogue relating to original material–– improving
search, consistency, tailoring relevance, browsing, retaining, sharing and equalising access –– the focus being on
navigating the unpublished collection.
Readers stressed the importance of having a close relationship with the Library.
In Phase II work will be undertaken with ‘Think Plate’ with Ali Burness as project leader. This research will
address solutions to problems in both the short and long term.
There was general agreement on the usefulness of talking with relevant groups. One suggestion was to hold a
workshop on using the catalogue with ISAA members, possibly following a committee meeting.
STANDING ITEMS
Microfilm update
Andy Carr’s team is working on guidelines for use.
The spread sheet indicates which items have suffered from vinegar syndrome and which have survived.
The findings will be made generally available and will ultimately appear on the website.
Digitisation continues with more material coming in. The first tranche of the oral history transcripts and some
complete sets are available.
MAJOR PROJECTS
In August the Fairfax media archives will be indexed.
A Dickens Day will be held in October in association with the Dickens Society.
Bite size talks’ and ‘Scholarly musings’ will continue.
BUILDING UPDATES
The Donald and Myfanwy Horne Room project is well underway, to be launched officially in May’
The Mitchell Gallery Project is a challenging and complicated endeavour. The official opening will be on 4
October. Gretchen Poiner
N.B. Please let Gretchen know if you would like to be part of the ISAA group to take up the Library’s
offer to hold a workshop on its catalogue at gretchen.poiner@bigpond.com.

If you have any comments on the Booknotes or other items that are published in the Bulletin send them to the editor at
cjennett@ozemail.com.au and they will be published in the next issue of the Bulletin (deadline 15 August).
&&&
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Verbalising can Clarify
Do you wonder what other people might think of your ideas?
Tired of keeping them to yourself?
Want some genuine, helpful and considered discussion of your work-inprogress?
If an ISAA Work-in-Progress meeting interests you, please contact:
cjennett@ozemail.com.au
Book Notes
If you have read a book lately that you would like to share with fellow ISAA
members send in a piece (up to 300 words) containing its key arguments to:
cjennett@ozemail.com.au
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